Bats
COOL or NOT?

You Decide

Lauri Hanauska-Brown
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
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Flying mammals

® The forelimbs of
bats form webbed
wings, making them
the only mammals
naturally capable of
true and sustained
flight.




Flying mammals

¢ How many pups a year?




BIG and Little

& The bumblebee bat weighs less than a penny

& The golden-crowned flying fox weighs 2.6lbs and has a wingspan of up to
546

® 1.3 inch
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Numbers of Bats at Montana Hibernacula
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Where exactly?




Where exactly?




Do you like Corn, Trees, and Fruait?

In Montana bats provide nearly
$700,000,000
of pest removal services.




Do YOU like to EAT?

Some bats eat about 1/2 their body weight in insects each night!

How many double cheeseburgers would you have to eat each night to eat the same amount of
food as a bat?

A double cheeseburger weights about 1/2 of a pound.

A 60 pound 3 grader would have to eat 30 pounds of double cheeseburgers.

60 DOUBLE CHEESEBURGERS IN 1 NIGHT!



Do

you like Bananas?

& Bats disperse seeds, particularly in rain forests.

& Meet Humphrey the fruit bat

|

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZSUV X AsQe4l



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZSUVXAsQe4I

Major Conservation Issues

& White-Nose Syndrome

® Collisions hazards, including wind turbines

& Lack of basic biological knowledge to inform management
¢ Disturbance of bats at roost sites

® Loss of natural roost habitats - trees, rock outcrops, caves
& Drowning hazards at artificial watering sites

® Loss of prey species (pesticides)
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White nose
syndrome
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Detected (Fall - Spring)
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Possible Transmission

600 Miles Pathways

Bat Hibernation Areas

' —Map Information: Bat Hibernation Areas are based on known hibemacula from best-available data for Little Brown,
Big Brown, Indiana, Southeastern, Gray, Rafinesque's Big-eared, Northern, Eastern Small-footed, and
Tri-colored bats. Some hibernacula are nol represented
BATC 3.'.‘—5[ Sources: Pennsylvania Game Commission, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, West Virginia Division of
Natural Resources, Bat Consarvabion Intemational, National Atlas, North Amencan Atlas, Natural Earth




Fact or Fiction

& Bats are blind See very well but also use echolocation

& Bats get tangled in your hair Too smart and agile

& Bats are blood suckers No, vampire bats lap blood : anticoagulants
& All bats are rabid Very few actually

NEVER pick up a sick bat without
appropriate safety gear!!

: SEEK medical attention if you think you
& Bats are in Trouble have bitten by a bat!!

Yes, bats need your help!!!



Sign a Pledge to Help Bats

You don't have to have special powers or a lot of money tc help bats. There are many actions, both
great and small, that you can take to help conserve bats and the places where they live.

Which important actions do you commit to follow?
Every action is important to protect bats and the places they live!l

PLEDGE CARD

I

{sign your nocme above]

pledge to take the following actions to help conserve bats
and their habitats. Commit to at least three actions!

Learn more about fascinating bats, the benefits of bats, and the threats they face.
Wrte a bat fact on a paper bat you make and turn it into Fish, Wildlife and Parks for display!

Spread the word about the value of bats to at least one other person — have them sign a
pledge card, too.
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